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Kitchens are big business for designers—and 
often require big budgets for homeowners.  
According to the 2014 Remodeling Cost 

vs. Value Report from Remodeling Magazine, the  
average upscale kitchen remodel rings up around 
$107,406. Not surprising, given that kitchens are 
increasingly becoming multifunctional spaces. Here 
are 10 cutting-edge trends kitchen designers are 
seeing this year. While most of these are based on 
classic, traditional design, keep in mind that trends, 
by definition, are always shifting. So figure out what 
will work well for your kitchen and stick with that. 

10 tips for creating a classic,
 functional kitchen using the 
 latest design trends.

By Deborah R. Huso

top Kitchen trends to  
Update Your Space

AurorA AwArd for CuSToM HoME (onE-of-A-kind)  
$750,000-$1,000,000

THe 2013 New SouTHeRN Home, Belle ISle, Fl  
(NwC CoNSTRuCTIoN INC.)
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top Kitchen trends to  
Update Your Space

AurorA AwArd for detAched Single-fAmily home $1,000,001-$1,500,000
The ArAbellA in nAples, Fl (The sATer Group, inc.)
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HAVE IT ALL IN 
HISTORIC WILLIAMSBURG

BRAND-NEW RYAN HOMES

The Village at Candle Station
757.566.1092 | Towns from the $210s

Brand-new garage townhomes with 
basements located right off Route 60.

The Reserve at Williamsburg
757.220.0426 | Single-family homes  
from the $280s

Williamsburg’s best combination of location, 
lifestyle and amenities.

The Settlement at Powhatan Secondary
757.220.1940 | Townhomes from the $270s 
and single-family homes from the $330s

Exceptionally valued homes in active 
adult, maintenance-free, amenity filled 
Williamsburg community.

Stone Haven
757.345.5363 | Single-family homes  
from the $370s

Estate-style homes in a wooded oasis 
moments from Historic Jamestown.

The Colonies at Powhatan Secondary
757.707.3989 | Single-family homes  
from the $470s

All-brick luxury homes in the Jamestown 
District near Monticello Marketplace and 
New Town.

Liberty Ridge
757.707.3989 | Single-family homes  
from the $530s

Stunning new luxury estate homes ideally 
set on 3-acre homesites in the heart of 
Williamsburg.

Parkway Townes
757.707.3984 | Towns coming soon!

Brand-new townhomes with luxury finishes 
and maintenance-free living just a mile from 
Colonial Williamsburg.

*Offer valid for a limited time on new sales contracts written and financed through NVR Mortgage. Prior sales and homes 
under construction excluded. Cannot be combined with any other offers. Certain restrictions apply. NVR Mortgage 
Finance, Inc. is licensed by the Virginia State Corporation Commission as a mortgage lender and broker, MC-528. Prices, 
offers and availability subject to change without notice. See a Sales and Marketing Representative for details.

RECEIVE A GOURMET KITCHEN PACKAGE INCLUDED FOR A LIMITED TIME.*

Enjoy a floorplan designed to fit your needs, offering convenient first-floor owner suites, in an incredible 
location, just minutes to historical and cultural landmarks, upscale restaurants, nearby parks, outlet 
shopping and more. With so much so close and a stunning new home, you really can have it all!

Learn more at RyanHomesIdealLiving.com

Brokers Warmly Welcomed

 Facebook.com/ryanhomesdifference

 @RyanHomes1948

 RyanHomes1948

 YouTube.com/RyanHomes1948

1. Open Shelving 
Wall-to-wall cabinets with concealed storage can create a 
bulky aesthetic. Incorporating open shelving or a few glass-
front shelves can go a long way toward adding visual interest 
to the kitchen. And, unlike traditional cabinets, open shelving 
provides storage in tighter architectural spots—over a fridge, 
near a sink or around a door. 

2. Back-to-Basics Palettes 
In the mid-2000s, kitchens were weighted down with dark cab-
inets and heavy, tumbled stone backsplashes. But whites and 
other neutrals, like gray and griege (that perfect combination 
of gray and beige), breathe new life into the kitchen, creating 
a fresh, timeless feel. Think white tiles, marble countertops, 
gray cabinets. Infusing a kitchen with these neutrals preserves 
a basic elegance while making the room appear larger. 

3. Transitional Style
Designers and architects agree transitional style is big right 
now. The classic design infused with a fresh twist allows for a 
more moderate, warm look in a kitchen space, without making  
it seem too formal or too traditional. For instance, taking a 
classic buffet with clean, simple lines and adding the unex-
pected—nailhead trim around the edges or linen inlays on the 
drawer fronts. Try mixing up traditional cabinetry by giving 
it a weathered gray stain, allowing the wood grain to show 
through. Or, add mid-century modern-style lighting to a classic 
kitchen. Transitional style allows for some playfulness within 
the kitchen design, while still allowing for a tailored finish.  
The blend of styles offers depth and architectural interest. 

4. Painted Cabinets 
“The top color for cabinets in traditional and transitional 
design is white, with gray coming in at a close second,” says 
Kerry Flanagan White, kitchen designer and cabinet sales-
person at Factory Builder Stores in Houston, TX, adding 
that greige is the most popular gray choice. “Clients want a 
gray that will work with warm wood tones, and greige does 
just that. A lot of my kitchens have a white- or gray-painted  
perimeter, with a wood-stained island,” says Flanagan White.

To add more contrast in the kitchen, choose two hues of gray. 
Paint the darker shade on the bottom cabinets and the lighter 
shade on the uppers. This gives the room a boost of depth 
and range, “anchoring” the bottom cabinets while adding an 
illusion of lighter weight to the top cabinets. A few classic 
grays we love: Benjamin Moore’s Pigeon Gray and Fieldstone, 
and Sherwin-Williams’ Dovetail.

 

AurorA AwArd for KITCHEN $2,000,001 - $3,000,000 Grande Cypress, naples, Fl (Cinnabar desiGn)

AurorA AwArd for KITCHEN $500,001-$1,000,000  
Grand Cayman at istoria, saint auGustine, Fl (merChandisinG plus, inC)
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Surrounded by the natural splendor  
of 39,000-acre Watts Bar Lake in the 
beautiful East Tennessee foothills of  
the Great Smoky Mountains, Lakeside 
Coves is a private, gated community  
offering exceptional values on direct-
to-the-lake access home sites each  
with the ability to have its own  
individual dock.

    your lakefront 
      getaway

Lots starting at $49,900
0

LOCATED JUST 45 MINUTES 
FROM WEST KNOXVILLE

W W W. L A K E S I D E C O V E S . C O M  •  8 7 7. 2 1 5 . L AK E

0
Brand New Development

5. Statement Lighting
“A properly lit kitchen contains three types of lighting—task, 
accent and general,” Flanagan White says. While general light-
ing often means canned ceiling lights, think of task and accent 
lighting as opportunities for a pop of color or texture. 

The Peterson Drum Pendant from transitional furniture com-
pany Gabby Home, for example, could add visual interest over 
a kitchen table. The pendant has a classic parchment drum 
shade punched up with an antique gold geometric overlay. Or 
for something more casual, pair two oil-rubbed bronze mid-
century, industrial-style pendants, like the Lumens Pelham 
Pendant, over an island. 

Wall sconces are an increasingly popular task lighting choice. 
Forget those fluorescent under-cabinet strip lights. Sconces of-
fer utilitarian lighting with a more pleasing glow. We love the 
Irvine Single Sconce from Schoolhouse Electric, with its heavy-
gauge brass and clear-glass shade, for a warm, vintage appeal. 

©2014 Brookfield Residential. *Named “America’s Best Active-Adult Community” by the National Council on Senior Housing. 
At least one resident must be 55 or better. No permanent residents under the age of 19. Offers, financing, prices and terms 
are all subject to change without notice. See a Brookfield Residential Sales Manager for details about incentive. NY/NJ-The 
complete offering terms are in an offering plan available from sponsor. file no. H-06-0019. Certain restrictions apply.

Less than two hours to DC, Baltimore and 
Philadelphia. Less than an hour to the beach. 
23 White Pelican Court, Bridgeville, DE 19933
302.337.1040

BrookfieldDC.com/Savings

The Northeast’s Most Tax-Friendly State
•  Low Real Estate Taxes
• No State-Imposed Estate Tax
• No State Sales Tax

Resort-Style Amenities
• Tennis, Fitness Center and Pools
• Championship Golf Course and Pro Shop
• Clubhouse and 2 Restaurants

AMENITY-RICH COMMUNITIES. INNOVATIVE, ENERGY-EFFICIENT HOME DESIGNS. EXCEPTIONAL VALUE.

Everything You Need 
To Enjoy Life
Easy Living and Great Savings at  
America’s Best Active-Adult Community.* 
Enjoy life at Heritage Shores, an all-inclusive, active-adult resort community.  
You’ll like the single-level, low-maintenance lifestyle and the planned social activities.  
You’ll love the tax savings from living in Delaware.  

Personalize your new home with 2-4 bedrooms, priced from the low $200’s.

Join Us: 

AurorA AwArd for detAched Single-fAmily home $500,001-$750,000
Venezia, RiVeRView, FL (ShaRp DeSign StuDio)
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6. Metals
Stainless steel appliances are de rigeur, but metals such as 
gold, brass, bronze and copper are creeping back in, in part 
due to the more neutral kitchen colors. “The gold tones are a 
perfect accent to gray cabinets and appliances,” says Flanagan 
White. These warmer metals can be incorporated into every-
thing from antique gold drawer pulls to pendant light fix-
tures, hammered bronze range hoods and copper stoves, and 
they can be mixed for a complementary look. “I am seeing 
people get away from having hardware and plumbing fixtures 
be a perfect match,” she adds. 

7. Synthetic Countertops 
“I see clients opting for light colors and marble-like quartz 
counters with very simple movement,” says Flanagan White. 
Quartz counters are the top choice at the moment, she says, 
adding that “granite and marble are still hugely popular, 
but people want the look of marble or natural stone, but 
not the hassle of maintaining it.” Quartz manufacturers like  
Caesarstone and Silestone offer almost exact marble and 
stone replicas. “They are non-porous and pretty much  
maintenance-free,” she adds. 

8. Natural Materials
While countertops may be trending a bit toward synthetic, 
other natural architectural features are being added in. Think 
tongue-and-groove boards, planked walls, reclaimed flooring, 
rough-hewn islands, exposed ceiling and wall beams. It’s these 
organic details that coax out a warmth in the kitchen, soften-
ing the stark lines of industrial, cutting-edge appliances.

AurorA AwArd for detAched Single-fAmily home $300,001-$500,000
Madeira, riverview, FL (Sharp deSign Studio)

AurorA AwArd winner
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Stonebridge
Monroe, NC

course views

Edgewater
Lancaster, SC

lakeside living

Locust Town Center
Locust, NC

small town feel

Lake Ridge
Tega Cay, SC

clubhouse amenities

CHARLOTTE — $100’s to $400’s

COASTAL — $150’s to $400’s
Lighthouse Cove
Carolina Shores, NC

bustling beach-front

tributehomesusa.com   800.381.2984 

St. James Plantation
Southport, NC

boardwalk sunsets

Meadowlands
Calabash, NC

world-class golf

Rourk Woods
Shallotte, NC

community amenities

Discover the Carolinas. Discover Tribute Homes.

st. james plantation | southport, nc

At Tribute Homes, we build more than houses. We create lifestyle communities 
that let you enjoy life’s greatest pleasures—new friendships, memorable 
experiences and the perks of a premier lifestyle.  Experience each one of our 
remarkable communities on the Tribute Trail. Let us create a customized tour 
of our communities suited for your lifestyle. In addition to touring our Tribute 
Neighborhoods, you can Stay & Play at select Tribute Trail locations!

 9. Big, Functional Islands 
Islands are getting big. How big? Flanagan White says many  
of her designs include 10- by 4-foot-plus islands, featuring 
sinks, dishwashers, seating and plenty of storage. This all goes 
back to the need for functional space. “Almost every kitchen  
I design contains a pullout wastebasket cabinet, multiple drawer 
organizers for utensils, tray dividers for cookie sheets and 
pans, spice pullouts and rollout trays. Everyone wants drawer-
base cabinets; they’re more convenient than the standard  
base cabinet.” 

10. Bigger Backsplashes
Think backsplash and that 1.5 to 2 feet of space contained 
between upper cabinet and counter comes to mind. But tile 
is quickly creeping up the wall to the ceiling. This trend pulls 
the eye upward, adds visual interest above and below the upper 
cabinets, and creates a cohesive accent wall. I-L

AurorA AwArd for detAched Single-fAmily home $300,001-$500,000
Madeira, riverview, FL (Sharp deSign Studio)

AurorA AwArd winner
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